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The Hecklenburg I]eclaratmn uf Indenendence
May 20, 1775

. Alarmed by rumors of action by the British

Parliament which would suppress the colo-
nles, Colonel Thomas Polk, on May 1, 1775,
called for a meeting of Mecklenburg County

- Militia Delegates for May 19 to determme a
course of action.

.. Twenty-seven delegates wete meeting in .
the Mecklenburg County Courthouse on that-
-date when a .courier rode inio . Charlotte-
town with news of the Baitle of Lexington.
His electrifying news so united the assembly
that at 2:00 a.m. on the morning of May 20,
1775, a unanimous vote approved the Decla-
ration which was then signed by ali dele-
gates as representatives of the people.
At noon the Mecklenburg Declaration was
read before several thousand people from the
steps of the Courthouse.

The Mecklenburg Declaration: of Indepen-

. -dence Is one of the nation’s most controver-
‘sial documents. ' It has never béen authenti-
-cated — the original was -lost — and, If
authentic, would have preceded the July 4,

" 1776 Philadelphia Declaration - of Indspen- .
dence by more than a year. _ '
It remains as the cornerstone of the fierce -
pride of Mecklenburg County  in. indepen- -
~ dence and patriotism. If not accepted by the

. - nation, .its authenticity is believed in by all
. .those who love Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County
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