LANDMARKS IGNORED

Whlle a nation’s history ¢l
Tuesday’s glittering celebratxon. here, tht
of freedom s first:pulse v ;

‘map S.-Rivers, whose "husband is. pésto

of historic Independence Hill Baptist:

Church. (Observer Staff Photo by’ Pattet,
'son)




! 'Coﬁtinue

huge, dome-like stone in f_ro‘nt of
the property beside the highway. ™=
Plans for a patriotic orgqmzatlon sprin
{0 mount a plague upon if never

materialized.

TFhe story, documented by ex-
perts in research and by news-

. This chapter in American  his-

tory was not challenged until some

50 years later, a quarter of a cen-
tury after the John McKnitt Alex-
ander home burned. Doubters
pointed to the lack of an original
declaration.

. No one claimed after the Alex-
‘émder home burned that the origin-

DH
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| 'The original Mecklenburg Declaration, of Iride;

thab John McKhitt

Blythe, describes a meeting of becbme one of the signers, the_Rt?v.‘
1eaderé of the community at the H’ez",ekiah'Balch and Dr. Ephraim
g on the Alexander planta- Brevard were C
for discussion of growing dis-lof a committee te draw up the

| .was prepared in the Alexander:home and wa
- fire:swept the ho‘u's’e.a.(Svtaff,--P_hotps by Virgil:;

hosen as meémbers

ence Square. Two r_eprgSen!:atives-:
of each militia company. in thej
area were called as delegates.

Preparations extended far irntq»'i
the morning of May 20th and were]
climaxed with the actual signing

content which ~was thg: outerop: Declaration. They rétiregl to the
ping of British oppression. . 4a1o ander home for that purpose.
iuri tin ¢
| It was during one such meeting e etk which had toughed
off a long-brewing action was Taid
to . have ocecurred.when @ rider|
froi Lexington, Mass., arrived and
told of Americans having been
tired on by British troops’ there

and reading of the »Declvar:gt_ioq;
from the steps of the meeting
house.. " ’

.He was secretary -of. the con-
vention which took placé in:the
one-room meeting house which had
no custodian and ne facilities for
storing reeords. The Declaration
and other manuseripts related to
the convention were placed in his
care. There were copies, of course,
circulated among the signers. which

al document was saved.

a month .earlier.

. U i
‘The appointment of the Declara-i

tion committee coincided with
i convention called

ing day 0
house- situated in the center

a
for the follow-
at the oné-room meeting

of

original “text, at least, if Hot the
document itself. - ' ’

‘Blythe, author of thé historical
drama, “Shout Freedom,” admits
he is nettled by any contest of the
Declaration's authenticity and is
armed with reams of evidence to
back up a claim which he feels
needs no defense.

of ‘proof concerns the son of one
of the signers, Major- John-David
son. The son was born May: 20,
1782, seven years to the day-after
the signing occurred. e

If there was .no such signitg,
says Mr. Blythe, why was ihe son
of Major John Davidson. Khiown
from the day of his birth u

accounts for preservation of the

One of ‘the - many 'small” pieces

death a§ “Independence Ben’’? "



HISTORIC EMORIES In photo at left, Mrs., FurmanS.. :
" Rivers:a dMrs. H H Cashio View: He remams of the last»

’uon a slave cabxn 200 years old.- In center photo, Mrs.
Rivers’ daughfers pose- beside stone marker-.on which a
‘Plagque was to have. been placed ‘years ago marking - the:

- suddenly.
the John M Kmt Alexander home
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~and he bore himself with unusua}
. dignity ]

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE, ¥

‘The physical appearance of JohH]
McKnitt Alexander is said to have
been striking. .He was of averagd
size, with dark skin and an intellie
gent face. - His dress was ‘ovderly;

His outstanding trait “was
his good common sense. ‘He was
recognized as a leading polidiclan

-in his day. But his greatesi bid
for fame comes through his connece l
tion with the Mecklenburg Declaras

tion of Independence, and the fact |

‘that the Etheme Ior Iomenung and

:precipitating 'the revolution was
.evolved at the old spring and’ un~
ider the o0ld tree on ‘the land  that
‘his descendents are now preparing
ito .commemorate with a marker. .
i . After his house was burned [n
{1880, he spent the seventeen remaine
|ing years of his life with his son,
i William Bane Alexander, who had
ibuilt a home on a part of Lis fa-
.ther's estate. During thke las: five
vears of his life he was almost
‘Wad and wvery faebic, but his chile




‘GREATEST

en loved him

rén. and grandchildr
_cared for him,

was burfed in the old Cemetery at

yet to be seen. ] descendants
cherish ‘greatly his humerous per-
sonal belongings,” which have been
handed down tg them, . -These. in-
elude his cutf buttons, his'table. hie
measure,
;.{tlcles- of immediate -necess.ty to
m, : : ' :
MEMORIAD,

Though it hag now passed from
the .ownership of the Alexander

.homestead wil]

| property

g

'i-Desce'nda,'nts of 'Jéhn: M&Km’tt Alezander, signer of

family, the John McKnitt Alexander -

greatest imemorial to The .
‘has been ownea In succes- :
sion by’ Mr.-Cunningham, Burwell
Cashion and is now ithe property of °
H. H Cashion. This old homesteag,
where “independence,” - the key
word_ of Americanism and the es-
sense - of ‘American power, first

the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence and secre-
tary of the convention that adovted it, will erect g memo-
13al on the old home site on.the Stotesville road, probably
near the spring and the stump above it of the tree under
the shade of which the patriots assembled, and .wh.ere the
word “independence” was first spoken in its significance.
o American liberty. The spring and thevstump are seen
@ the pictures on the left.” At the right (top) is @ fac-
simile reproduction of a report of John Mc{{mtt.Ale.xcm—
der as a trustee of -Mecklenburg county, with his signa-
ture. The central picture i8 that of the church that stands
% across the road from: the homie site on ground-donated for.
the purpose: by the patriot. On:the right (oval) ¢s Miss
Julia Alexander, Charlotte lawyer, and ﬁr.s:t woman to be
weriously mentioned. for the governorship-in North Caro-
lina, who is secretary of -the association of descendants of
dohn McKnitt Alexander, .

found uttérance,

is a sigrnficant
landmark not only in Mecklenyurg
county, but to- the whole of North i
America. It i3 a fitting place for
Posterity to stop and ponder awhile :
over the deeds of great -men whaq ,
have gone .before, : .

¥: He dlel July .
10,1817, at the age of 84 yeare 'He-

his spectacles and other .-

always remaip the -




